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MC National Day
Also known as ‘Prince
Rainier’s Day’, this day
celebrates the independence of
the Principality of Monaco.

Epitrachelion

' An ecclesiastical vestment worn by Roman Catholic deacons, priests,
and bishops and by some Anglican, Lutheran, and other Protestant
clergy. A band of silk 5 to 10cm wide and about 240cm long, it is the
same colour as the major vestments worn for the occasion. The Roman
Catholic deacon wears it over the left shoulder with ends joined under
the right arm; priests and bishops wear it around the neck with ends
hanging vertically, except that priests cross the ends in front when
wearing an alb. It is generally considered the unique badge of the
ordained ministry and is conferred at ordination.
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SUNDAY

Christ the King Sunday
Honours Jesus as the lord of
all creation.

Totensonntag CH
Sunday of the Dead. Last
Sunday before Advent.

Feast of Saint Dasius F
Honours St Dasius, Christian
soldier-martyr.

Christ the King Sunday

Christ the King is the last Sunday of the season of Pentecost and of
the church year. A festival celebrated in the Roman Catholic church

in honour of Jesus Christ as lord over all creation. Essentially a
magnification of the Feast of the Ascension, it was established by Pope
Pius XI in 1925. Originally, it was celebrated on the last Sunday in
October, but in the revised liturgical calendar promulgated by Pope
Paul VI in 1969, it was moved to the last Sunday of Ordinary Time
(immediately preceding Advent), where its theme of Christ’s dominion
made it a fitting end to the liturgical year.

1 see in Nature a magnificent
structure... that must fill a
thinking person with a feeling
of humility...

Albert Einstein




MONDAY

F Presentation of Our Lady at
the Temple
The Presentation refers
to Mary’s being brought
as a child to the temple in
Jerusalem to be educated and
to be dedicated to the service
of the Temple.
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Don 't let me wander from
Your love, don't let me leave
Your door, and if I lose myself
let me find myself within You.
You are the soul and the
universe, the secret treasure
of all.

Yunus Emre

Alhamdulillah

Usually translated as, ‘All praise is due to Allah.” Similar to the
Hebrew ‘Halel luyah’. Whilst in everyday speech it is used to simply
mean ‘Thank God!’, it actually has a more encompassing meaning.

Alhamdulillah, in contrast to what is implied by ‘thank God’, means to

praise God whatever the situation and is to be used whenever something
good or bad befalls a Muslim. The phrase is first found in the second
verse of the first surah (chapter) of the Qur’an. The root H-m-d, meaning
‘praise’, can also be found in the names Muhammad and Ahmad. Ilah,
‘God,’ is the Arabic cognate of the ancient Semitic name for God, EIL
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TUESDAY

Hallelujah
Hebrew liturgical expression meaning ‘praise the Lord’. It appears

in the Hebrew Bible in several psalms, usually at the beginning or

end of the psalm or in both places. In ancient Judaism the hallelujah
was probably chanted as an antiphon by the Levite choir. In the New
Testament it appears only in Revelation 19, where it occurs four times.
It was translated in the Septuagint (Jewish Greek version of the Bible
made in the pre-Christian period) and became ‘alleluia’ in the Vulgate
(4th-century Christian Latin version). The early Christians adopted the

expression in their worship services.

The force of Love causes
elements to be attracted to
each other and to be built up
into some particular form or
person, and the force of Hate
causes the decomposition of
things.
Empedocles
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Mosquée de Paris, France

Constructed in 1926, the Mosque of Paris is the oldest mosque in France.
Built by Arab artisans and three French architects, the funding for the
mosque’s construction was given by the French Government to the
French Arab community as a token of French appreciation for North
African assistance during World War 1. The architecture is Moorish and
is inspired by the famous Alhambra in Spain. Inside the mosque lies

a tomb for the first imam of the mosque—a man who during Hitler’s
advance on the city of Paris hid over 200 Jews in the basement thereby
saving them from death in concentration camps.
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THURSDAY

Teachers' Day TR

A day in honour of the efforts
of teachers and the importance

of education.

Hans Kiing (b. 1928)

He is an eminent Swiss theologian, formerly of the Roman Catholic
Church. He has been President of the Foundation for a Global Ethic.

In 1960 Kiing was appointed professor of theology at Eberhard Karls
University. In 1962 Pope John XXIII appointed him a peritus, an expert
theological advisor to members of the Second Vatican Council. A
persistent critic of papal authority, which he claims is man-made. In the
1990s Kiing initiated the Global Ethic Project, which is an attempt at
describing what the world religions have in common and at drawing up a
minimal code of rules of behaviour everyone can accept.




B November 2005

23 Shawwal 1426

23 Cheshvan 5766
FRIDAY

week

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun

31
01
02
03
04
05
06

46 47 48

07
08
09
10
11
12
13

Nov
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28
29
30
01
02
03
04

50 51 52

05
06
07
08
09
10
11

DEC
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25

53

02

JAN

26
27
28
29
30
31
01

02
03
04
05
06
07
08

BA National day
Commemorates the founding
session of the State National
Antifascist Liberation Council
of Bosnia-Herzegovina held
in Mrkonjic’ Grad on 25
November 1943.

@ International Day for
the Elimination of Violence
Against Women
A day designated by the UN
in 1999.

International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women
On 17 December 1999 by resolution 54/134, the General Assembly

Whoever has in his heart

of pride cannot enter into
paradise.

Prophet Muhammed

Mirabal sisters, political activists in the Dominican Republic.

of the United Nations designated 25 November as the International
even so much as a rice grain  Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, and has invited
governments, international organizations and NGOs to organize on
that day activities designated to raise public awareness of the problem.
Women’s activists have marked 25 November as a day against violence
since 1981. The date came from the brutal 1961 assassination of the three
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SATURDAY

Day of Covenant »*
Day honouring the birth of
Bahaullah.

Feast of Saint Catherine of F
Alexandria
Honours St Catherine, patron
saint of philosophers, maidens,
and mechanics.

Day of Covenant

Established by Abdul Baha Abbas, the son of Bahaullah (the Prophet and
Founder of the Bahai faith), as a day of celebration in his honour instead
of his birthday (23 May 1844) as that was also the same day that the

Bab first declared his mission and should be remembered for that. Abdul
Baha was appointed by his father to be the Centre of the Covenant, sole
Interpreter of the Holy Writings, and Perfect Exemplar of the Bahai life.
Abdul Baha carried the faith to the United States, Canada, and Europe on
an extensive teaching tour in 1912. He died on 28 November 1921.

By three methods we may
learn wisdom: First, by re-
flection, which is the noblest;
second, by imitation, which
is the easiest; and third, by
experience, which is the bit-
terest.

Confucius




SUNDAY

+ First Sunday of Advent
The fourth Sunday before
Christmas and the beginning
of the Church Year for most
churches in Western tradition.
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The first principle of non-
violent action is that of non-
cooperation with everything

humiliating.

Mahatma Gandhi

Advent

Advent is the beginning of the Church Year for most churches in the
Western tradition. It begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas
Day, which is the Sunday nearest 30 November, and ends on Christmas
Eve (24 Dec). If Christmas Eve is a Sunday, it is counted as the fourth
Sunday of Advent, with Christmas Eve proper beginning at sundown.
Advent is one of the few Christian festivals that can be observed in the
home as well as at church. With its association with Christmas, Advent
is a natural time to involve children in activities at home that directly
connect with worship at church.
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MONDAY

Ascension of Abdul Baha ¥

Anniversary of the death of

Abdul Baha in 1921.

Zibelemarit (Only in Bern) CH
Traditional ‘onion market day’
in Bern, on the fourth Monday

in November.

The Bahai Temple in Frankfurt

Located in Frankfurt, the temple was designed and constructed by
architectural engineer Teuto Rocholl in Frankfurt am Main. The dome
has a base of 48 metres in diameter. The height from the ground floor
to the top is approximately 28 metres. Twenty-seven pillars (three times
nine) form the boundary of the interior and support the dome. Between
the ribs, 540 diamond-shaped (inset glass panel) windows, are arranged
to allow the sunlight to stream into the interior.




TUESDAY

AL Liberation Day

On this day in 1944, at the end
of World War II, liberation
from German and Italian
troops was proclaimed.
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The joy of looking and com-
prehending is nature’s most
beautiful gift.

Albert Einstein

Urbi et Orbi

The term Urbi et Orbi (‘for the city and for the world’) signifies that

a papal document is addressed to the entire Catholic world. The Urbi

et Orbi Message of Easter 1999 given by Pope John Paul II spoke out
against human bloodshed, wars and the ‘diabolic spiral of revenge and
senseless fratricidal conflicts.” The statement continued to read ‘Peace is
possible, peace is a duty, and peace is a prime responsibility of everyone!
May the dawn of the third millennium see the coming of a new era in
which respect for every man and woman and fraternal solidarity among
peoples will...overcome the culture of hatred, of violence’.
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WEDNESDAY

Feast of Saint Andrew F

Honours St Andrew, patron
saint of fishermen, and of
Scotland, Russia and Greece.

Feast of Saint Andrew
Saint Andrew, the Christian Apostle, brother of Saint Peter, was born
at Bethsaida on the Lake of Galilee. He had been a disciple of John
the Baptist and was one of the first to follow Jesus. In the gospel story
he is referred to as one of the disciples more closely attached to Jesus.
St Andrew is the patron of married men and for this reason girls with
matrimonial aspirations turn to him with prayers that he might grant
them at least some slight indication as to who will be their future mate.
He was also the patron saint of Russia. His feast is observed on 30
November in both the Eastern and Western churches.

A good man is not a perfect
man, a good man is an
honest man, faithful, and
unhesitatingly responsive to
the voice of God in his life.

John Fischer






